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Strangers on a Bridge: The
; Case of Colonel Abel,

James B. Donovan,
" York: Athcneum. $6.93,

By Eraest S. Pisko
What could be minre foe. ok

N

by have believed that he wasg
w high-ranking maonber in

None of his [riends wollf

7

Intelligence section of A
Soviel seeret police. He ‘h
cevery reason to feel sale ond

ing than watching © ferce leg
- battle fought all the way up
the Supremie Court?
What could be more axcitijg
' than lollowing a truc-life siby
story in which the.wits of 1]
YBI are pilted aguinsi those b
of the Soviet Union's intelli
gence network?
What could be more usef
-than  a refresher course
Amcrican  constitutional la
especially the Fourth Amen
ment ‘which guarantees {}
‘right of the people (living 3
the United States, citizens an
JAon-citizens alikel 1o be sceur
in their person againgt
unreasonable  searches  anfl
-selzures” without warrant?
Thq bridge of the title is th
Glienicker bridge in Berlin bd
tween the c¢ity’s castern an
western halves. There, on 3
cold, misty February mornin
in 1061, Mr. Donovan shool
hands first with Soviet Colone
Rudolf Ivanovich Abel return
ing to his homeland and, a {ew
nunutes  later; with Francig
Gary Powers, U-2 pilot, com+
- ing back to the United States.

=

years in American prisons and
Powers less than one year in)
Soviet prisons. Bach had been

spectivc-country; Abel’s sen-
lence had been 30 years, Pow-
crs' ten. . :

The story of Abel could,
paraphrasing  a current best-
seller, be calied “The Spy Who
Was  Pushed Out ' of the
Warmth.”
himself a cozy place in New
Yorls. Arriving there in 1948,
for.nine ycars he had pursued
his espionage assignment un-
suspected. He' spoke Lnglish
fluently with a slight British
accent; he lived a modest,
somewhat  withdrawn life,
made a- few friends among

1. viet sp¥, who was sent to Nd

12 00§90 Ty e O

Colonel Abel had spent fouy

convicted of spying for his red'

For he had built forl

‘or iwo 1o join his wile a
daughter, both of whom
“badly missed.

[t could have happened 1h
way. " Nobody would hayp
known ‘of his activities in
colintry if it had not been
Reino Hayhanen, anotlier S
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‘York in 1932
Colonel Abel.
Hayhanen was the most u
likely spy ever o appear in
spy story, As onc of the g

as assistant

Vinvestigators suid: “That g

feogldi’t get a job as a spy I
.a Marx Brothers movie.” I
-was everything he should nb

 he should not have done,
was a drunkard, a bigamist, qr

—in short, an intelligence age
of zlaring unintelligence, Ar

to go wack to Moscow whey
he was in for an unpleasay
veeeption from both his
periors and his firsy
Kave himsclf up 1o the FRI anf
{named Colonel Abe) as his bos

arrested, '

FOFE oA
The arrest, however, was 19
Jfor espionage but for illegal im
ifmigration, Obviously, the FB

‘hoped that during the 57 day
‘khey held him incommunicaclg

hen’s  example. They offercd

te consented to work for them

1§ workshop - had

aﬁf, he was offigially charged
Filh

American middle-class people,
posed as  photographer and,
|amateur painter. . o

cspionage  against

ar Association
onovan to defend him,
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cxpect to be recalled in 8 ycpl
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-have boen and did cverything .
embezzier, & lar, a loudmoug .
he was a traitor, Unwilling evdd

SUH
wife, o

A few weeks later Abel wak

‘1 a Texas jail théy could perd.
fuade Abel to follow Hayhaq.

him  freedom and $10,000 i

I at least 1o tell them all aboudll
Ris own work and the Soviey
foreign. intelligence apparatus)
ince Abel refused to tol] them|
anything and since a scarch in
Bi yielded
qnough evidence for an aivtight
q
v

the
nited States, and the Brooklyn
asked  Mr.

linm J. Donovan with whose
- Office of Stratezic Services he
had been assoeiated during the
war — accepted. He was [ylly
-aware ihat he was taking on
a difficult and unpopular Job,
and he stipulated that his ico
would be donated (o charity.

" A study of the indictment
showed Mr. Donovan . thal
Abcel, if convicied, faced a pos-
sible death - sentence. Avbcel's
story of the arrcest and ils
aftermath brought out what
was to become the court, bat-
tle’s main legal point. By sciz-
ing the suspeet and his_prop-
ierly under the Alien Depors
tation Act without a scarch
warrant constituied a violation
of the Fouwrth Amendment. By
dropping s original eharge
when Abel refused lo_cooper-
“ate, ignoring everything that
[ had gone before and then at--
“lempting. to convict Abel of a
capital crime in open cou{'l.'
i would, in Mr.  Donovan's
*view, be *‘paying lip service to
our ‘due process of law.'” .
s This was such a strong point
| - that it tock the Supreme Court
two sessions belorge it upheld
— with four judges dissenting
— the 30-ycar sentence the
lower court.had imposed on
Abel.

The preparations Tfor the
triai and ils course are ce-
seribed by Mo, Donovan in de-

fail and with consummate skill.
But together wilh the story of .
a spell-binding couriroom ducl
ihere is the engiossing slory
af the huhan velation between |
the Sovict spy and his dcfonse’_
] attorney and ‘the resnect they
‘developed for cach other. And
there remains the fact, doniie
[nant throughout the somber,
. dramatic, and amusing incie
dents, that the real battle was -
[|fought not to save an admitied
spy from just punishment but
to uphold +a fundamenial con-
cept of American justice. Al-
though Mr, Donovan lost the
«uel, ‘he- marde this poixit ef-
fectively, . .
P ¢ .

Abel, who read treatises on’
Ihigher mathematics as others
read ystery storics, wuas. a
model prisoner, He never gave.
up hopé that some day he
would be exchanged, That op-~
bortunity came with 1he Soviet
cablure of Mr. Powers, In ore
ler o get Abel back, the So-
viels freed Powers and
Frederic L. Prior, :: young Yale
Ftudent whom 1l East Gore
nans had arresisd on espio-
hage charges,

Hayhanen was kiiled in a
nysterious car crash in 1961,

Accidentally or yot, he sharoed
1 ke fate of several ooy
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superfluous,
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